CHAPTER III

DUNBAR

(1650)

And Ehud , . . blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went down from the mount, and he before them,

And he said unto them, Follow after me : for the Lord hath delivered your enemies the Moabites into your hand.

Book of Judges.

I

1650 ON the first day of June Oliver was welcomed on Houn-slow Heath, soldiers and parliament men uniting to do him honour; two days later he was officially received in the city; on the 4th he was offered the thanks of the House of Commons, and on the llth he made his report on Ireland. He had no civilian authority; now that his appointed task was over he was only a soldier awaiting further employment; but, since such employment was assured, he was in effect the chief figure in the state, and of this all men were cognizant,

He was aware of it himself, and in the few weeks allowed him in London did his best to study the complexion of affairs. The improvised government had been a model of energy, swearing in the citizens to support the new regime, raising funds by the sale of royalist estates, reforming laws and morals, grappling with the difficulties abroad which were blowing up like sand-storms in the desert. It was not loved, but nine out of ten people tolerated it since they were very weary of strife.1 The tenth, if he were a royalist, was deep m intrigues with Charles abroad or with potential west-country rebels.

1 Much on the principle of the ex-royalist Marchamont Needham's The Case of the Commonwealth of England Stated, May 1650 (Th.), which urged the provident man to accept the existing state of things rather than risk further trouble,
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